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ACTION PM-04 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO NEA-10 EUR-12 INR-07 SS-15 AS-01 /050W 

092722 

R 13065 1Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1453 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL MUSCAT 1027 

STADIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OCLR, MARR, US, MU 

SUBJECT: PEACE LION II STRAGGLERS 

REF: MUSCAT 1017 (NOTAL) 

1. AS STATED IN REFTEL, EMBASSY REQUESTINGDIPLOMATIC CLEARANCE 
FOR PEACE LION II STRAGGLERS, INCLUDING ALTERNATIVE USE OF 
MIDWAY (AN ACTION WHICH ERRONEOUSLY SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN 
ASSIGNED TO MAAG TEHRAN IN PART IV OF DET 6 2 ADG WIESBADEN’S 
DTG 051800Z SEPT 75). 

2. AT SAME TIME, WE HAVE CERTAIN MISGIVINGS ABOUT THIS MISSION. 
OMANIS (AND EVEN BRITISH) ARE LIKELY TO WONDER WHETHER THIS 
CONSTITUTES DE FACTO CONSUMMATION OF STILL-PENDING AGREEMENT 
RE OCCASIONAL USE OF MASIRAH FACILITIES. MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
PRESENCE AT SALALAH OR MIDWAY OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT BEARING 
USAF MARKINGS PROBABLY WILL BECOME KNOWN TO PFLO AND ITS 
SUPPORTERS, THEREBY OPENING UNWELCOME PROPAGANDA OPPORTUNITIES. 

3. ALTHOUGH EMBASSY REALIZES THAT OMAN ROUTING WAS CHOSEN 
ONLY AFTER SAUDIS TURNED DOWN OVERFLIGHT. WE WONDER 

IF MASIRAH/SALALAH IS ONLY ALTERNATIVE AND IF POLITICAL 
CONSIDERATIONS ALLUDED TO ABOVE HAVE BEEN GIVEN FULL WEIGHT 
IN MAKING DECISION ON HOW TO TRANSFER TWO PLANES. 
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